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ABSTRACT 



The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) developed 30 American 
Indian content standards for arts education, based on the 1994 U.S. national 
content standards. Like the national standards, they are intended to apply 
across all grade levels (K-12) and are divided into the four arts disciplines 
of dance, music, theater, and visual arts. The purpose of these content 
standards is to specify what Indian students should be able to do in each 
arts discipline area. However, the standards are purposely broad statements 
so as to allow for local curricular objectives and classroom flexibility. The 
national document also contains achievement standards for grades 4, 8, and 
12. A comparable set of achievement standards for Indian students was not 
developed. Rather, it was felt that the national achievement standards can, 
for the most part, be addressed through the Indian content standards. 

Although these American Indian standards were developed for use in BIA- funded 
schools, they may also be used as guidelines for developing more tribally 
specific local standards. An appendix from the national standards document is 
included that outlines content and achievement standards for sequential 
learning in each arts discipline. (SV) 
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American Indian Standards for 
ARTS EDUCATION 



Introduction 



"The arts are one of humanity ’s deepest rivers of continuity . They connect each new 
generation to those who have gone before. ” So state the 1 994 “National Standards for Arts 
Education” (developed by the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations). For Indian 
people, the words of that quote ring especially true. 

In keeping with the spirit of those words, the Bureau of Indian Affairs has developed these 
American Indian Standards for Arts Education. For the most part, these Standards are an adaptation 
of the Content Standards in the above cited national document. Like the national standards, they are 
intended to apply across all elementary and secondary grade levels (K - 12) and are divided into the 
four arts disciplines of Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts. The purpose of these Content 
Standards is to specify what Indian students should be able to do in those arts discipline areas. 
However, the standards are purposely broad statements so as to allow for local curricular objectives 
and local classroom flexibility. 

Although, in addition to the Content Standards, the national standards document also 
contains “Achievement Standards” which specify the levels of achievement that students are 
expected to attain at the completion of grades 4, 8 and 12, the authors of this American Indian 
document did not develop a comparable set of Achievement Standards for Indian students. Rather, 
it was felt by the BLA that the national Achievement Standards can, for the most part, be addressed 
through these Indian Content Standards. (The major exceptions to this are where the national 
Achievement Standards are specific to European performance genres.) A copy of the National 
Content and Achievement Standards are attached at the end of this document. 

Although these American Indian Standards have been developed for use in BLA-funded 
schools, the BLA encourages each American Indian nation to also consider the development of its 
own standards for the education of its tribal citizens, if that is thought to be advantageous. These 
standards can either be used as is or as guidelines for developing more tribally specific local 
standards. 

We note that these Standards should be considered “a work in progress.” As such, they will 
periodically be improved and revised by the BLA, based on input from American Indian educators 
and leaders. Please send any comments you might have to: 

Dr. Sandra Fox 

Office of Goals 2000, U.S. Department of Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1849 C Street, NW Mail Stop 3512 
Washington D.C. 20240 
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Grades K- 1 2 

AMERICAN INDIAN ARTS EDUCATION STANDARDS 



DANCE Indian students should show increasing sophistication in: 

1. Content Standard : Identifying and demonstrating movement elements and skills in 

performing American Indian dances. 

2. Content Standard : Understanding choreographic principles, processes, and structures when 
used in American Indian dance by American Indian dance artists. 

3. Content Standard : Understanding American Indian dance as a way to create and 

communicate meaning, through both movement and appropriate symbolic materials (e.g., 
dress, accouterments, sacred objects). 

4. Content Standard : Applying and demonstrating critical and creative thinking skills in 
American Indian dance and preparation for it. 

5. Content Standard : Demonstrating and understanding dance of non-Indian cultures and 
historical periods. 

6. Content Standard : Making connections between American Indian dance and healthful, 
spiritual living. 

7. Content Standard : Making connections between American Indian dance and mathematics, 

science, art, social studies, and language arts. 



MUSIC Indian students should show increasing sophistication in: 

1 . Content Standard : Singing, alone and with others, a variety of American Indian/tribal songs. 

2. Content Standard ; Performing on a Native instrument (e.g., drum, flute), alone and with 
others, a variety of American Indian/tribal music. 

3. Content Standard : Improvising music on Native instrument (e.g., drum, flute). 

4. Content Standard : Composing American Indian/tribal songs if appropriate within 

tribal/cultural protocols. 
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5. Content Standard : Understanding that music has melody, rhythm, texture, form and timbre 
in relation to Indian music and song. 

6. Content Standard : Listening to, analyzing and describing American Indian/tribal music. 

7. ContentStandard : Evaluating American Indian/tribal music, performances and performers. 

8. Content Standard : Understanding relationships between American Indian music, art, 
science, math, social studies and language arts. 

9. ContentJStandard : Understanding music in relation to a variety of non-Indian cultures and 
historical periods. 



THEATRE Indian students should show increasing sophistication in: 

1. ContentStandard : Scriptwriting — by planning, improving, writing, and refining — based 
upon personal experience and American Indian heritage, imagination, literature and history. 

2. Content Standard : Acting by assuming roles and interacting — i.e., developing, 

communicating and sustaining characters ~ in student written or other American Indian 
theater performances. 

3. Content Standard : Designing/producing — i.e., visualizing, conceptualizing and arranging 
environments/artistic interpretations - dramatizations or formal presentations on American 
Indian themes. 

4. Content Standard : Directing -- i.e., planning and interpreting texts, and organizing and 
conducting rehearsals -- dramatizations/productions on American Indian themes. 

5. Content Standard : Researching ~ i.e., finding or synthesizing information to support 
dramatizations — American Indian themes. 

6. Content Standard : Comparing and connecting art forms by describing/analyzing American 
Indian presence in theater, film, television, electronic media and other arts. 

7. Content Standard : Analyzing, critiquing and constructing meanings from American Indian 
student classroom dramatizations and other theater, film, television, and electronic media 
productions with American Indian themes. 

8. Content Standard : Understanding context by recognizing how theater, film, television, and 
electronic media reflect American Indian cultures. 
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VISUAL ARTS 



Indian students should show increasing sophistication in: 



1 . Content Standard : Understanding and applying media, techniques and processes in relation 
to American Indian/tribal art. 

2. Content Standard : Using knowledge of structures and functions in relation to American 
Indian/tribal art. 

3. Content Standard : Choosing and evaluating a range of subjects, symbols and ideas found 
in American Indian/tribal art. 

4. Content Standard : Understanding visual arts of non-Indian cultures and historical periods. 

5. Content Standard : Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of American 
Indian students’ own work and the work of other American Indian artists. 

6. Content Standard : Making connections between American Indian visual arts and math, 
science, social studies and language arts. 
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National Standards for Arts Education 



Appendix 2 




Outlines of 
Sequential Learning 



T he content and achievement standards for dance, music, theatre, 
and the visual arts are presented in the following pages in outline 
form. v< 

Insofar as possible, the achievement standards are arranged so that 
similar skills and knowledge are aligned horizontally, left to right, rep- 
resenting sequential learning from level to level: K-4, 5-8, 9-12 profi- 
cient, 9-12 advanced. The sequential nature of the learning called for 
in the standards is evident in reading the standards this way. 

A bracket indicates that an achievement standard at one level is relat- 
ed to more than one achievement standard at another level. An arrow 
indicates that, although the standard appearing at a lower level is not 
repeated verbatim, the students at higher grade levels are expected to 
demonstrate higher levels of those skills, to deal with more complex 
examples, and to respond to works of art in increasingly more sophisti- 
cated ways. A line indicates that a standard appearing at a higher level 
may not be developmentally appropriate at the lower level, although 
learning experiences leading toward the skills associated with the stan- 
dard are assumed to be taking place. 




8 



H-i," 




o 






Q 



o 

c 

o 

c 

ca 

X 

4-i 

u 

u, 

O 

E 

o 

4-1 

-o 

o 

4-1 

03 

u 



> ^ 

- jy 

I S 

O X 

i_i *-■ 

« § 
■g « 

•S « 
5 "° 

03 U 

*° -3 
e c 

5 2 

E “ 

O 

> 

9 J 



X 

u 

ca 

o 

H 



c 

4 J 

E 

o 

> 

<D 

IE 

u 

03 



3 

X 



u 

4-1 

ca 

u 

CL 

OJ 

Uh 

4-1 

O 

c 



* w 
4-1 U 

« <3 

60 — 

11 

I-. 

TJ «> 

T3 X 
C 4J 
oj £ 

4—i CO 
00 </, 
U c 

£ s 

H *3 





T3 






c 


C 

oa 


X 


*- 


o 




ca 


E 

u 


co' 

U 


a 

c 


O 


-o 


CL 


flJ 


4-i 


tS 

u. 

ca 


E . 

03 V3 

x ^ 

o g 
x ? 
jy -n 
a 


E 

CL 

JD 


60 

C 


-o 

c 

ca 

4-1 

CO 


> 

flJ 

*n 


ca 

ji> 

to 

L> 


4-i 

03 

X 


E cS 
8 

w to 

a 2 

O CL 


o 

X 


U 

C 

OJ 


4-1 

o 

u 


4-i 

o 

c 


‘C 

CL 

X 


X 


E g 


ca 


V 


u 

03 

O 

4-i 


X JX 
•r 60 

5 .s 


E 

> 


60 

# C 

*5 


"O 


60 *| 


jj 


<a 

u 


u 

4-i 

u 

u 

CL 

*wl 


E w 

X 

03 U 

U C 
T3 — 


u 

CJ 

X 

60 


X 

60 

3 



3 s 

o o 

to to 

■g -a 

* i 



60 bO 

jc c 

“1 
'5 a 

n qj 

CO Im 



flJ 

U 

03 



flJ 

X) 



"O 

flJ 

E 

3 

CO 

co 

ca 

£ 



ca 
-a 
c 

— 4-1 

o ^ 

co X o 

w 4 -» r« 
4-1 ■— j -H 

03 

bO — * 

.E > 

is -a 

U t/i 

r* 

T3 



' -s 

*8 



03 O 
l» . . CO 

<3 i «3 

3 *r X 
a aS 
" 2 -a 

W /-s 





CD 




c? 

<vH 



rq 



i 


8*1 


' . . ! 
j.. * 


« -a 


r -4 

■-id 


co -C 
C ^ 

o fa 

is 


vVl TD 


:vJ M 


> 1 


e 





.W) CL 

IB c 
rt 

g -a “ 

c sS 
| « - 
•s si 



3 

U E 
•g »£ 

I S =£- 

JC -a 

I' e S 
I 3 S 

1 B 3 
« e c 

T 9 | -B 

£ T3 b 

\J „ CO 

a g ns 

§ g ” 

<2 2 & 

a u u 



■ C-H 






00 



& t[.s ■a 

4gl 






•a b -a 

*- « fl 



O « £ 

o C if? 

-* o fa 
*? *a ° 
y rt O 
.* 3 u 
c u -a 

SI 8 



o 

o 

E 

o 

u 

.o 

c 

o 



flfi 0 

if 1 - e 

co n *■* 

C ^ 

o <-r 15 
E c ^ 

■- u 8 



-y g 



2 S 
g E 
E o 

S I 
o E 



E 

■a o <2 

3 * § 

o E •% 

bfi u % 

g fa g 

0 rt <" 

” 

fa -a .fa 

1 I S' 
i §■« 

u x 

"o 8 

T3 



S 

•O 



rt 

1 2 
5 Q 

*T 3 “ 



2 £ 



O § ^ 

E Id 



& 

3 



C 

o 

E 



<§ 



3 

* 

c 

O _ 

O o 

u o. 
u 

'!„ 
CL ^3 

o 12 

s ° 
s 1 

H 

c bfl 
u Sr 
-a .E 



T3 

S 

cn 

C 

o 

*a 

rt 

.5 

-O 

E 



o 

bO 



o 

•g 

rt 



C fa' 

31 

1 2 

<2 -o 

!•= 

s i 

u *o 

trt rt 

2 'c ^ 

S 5 3 



CO 



CO 




-s *s 




b 0 

rt s 
2 J 

bfl u 

c o 

1! 
S c 
*r o 

Er g- 



T3 

S O 



IBI 



fa -O O 

11 E 
E 3 fa 
■8 £ .E 



c 

o 



•3b 

2 

T3 

s 



t 3 

-a 



I 



SL* 

« > 

-C 

CO 

U 



II 




bo 

c « 

8 

rt v, 

u v 

SI 

IS 

E e 

U w 

■a E 

far S 

1 1 

-a 's 



t 



e -a 

rs's 



o 

ERIC 



*J 







vH 



attentively observe and accurately describe the action and movement cle- 

describe the action (such as skip, gallop) ments observed in a dance, using appro- 

and movement elements (such as levels, priate movement/dancc vocabulary 

directions) in a brief movement study (h) 
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manipulated and developed the basic 
movement content in a dance (e) 
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analyze and describe uses of the ele- 
ments of music in a given work that 
make it unique, interesting, and expres- 
sive (f) 
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identify various uses of music in their 
daily experiences and describe character- 
istics that make certain music suitable 
for each use (c) 
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